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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our Father, we wait in reverence be-
fore Your throne. Cleanse us from our
sins, creating in us clean hearts, while
renewing a right spirit within us.

Help our lawmakers today to discern
Your voice and do Your will. Give them
the ability to know Your guidance
from all others’, permitting You to
lead them to Your desired destination.

Lord, speak to them through Your
holy Word, guide them with Your spir-
it, and sustain them with Your might.
May they strive to permit justice and
righteousness to flourish in this gen-
eration and beyond. Use them to rescue
those who suffer because of violence
and oppression.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for de-
bate only, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The Senator from Vermont.

Senate

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 4431

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4431) to eliminate discrimination
and promote women’s health and economic
security by ensuring reasonable workplace
accommodations for workers whose ability
to perform the functions of a job are limited
by pregnancy, childbirth, or a related med-
ical condition.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in order
to place the bill on the calendar, under
the provisions of rule XIV, I would ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———

GUN LEGISLATION

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have
another matter to speak of, and before
I do, I wish to commend my colleague
and neighbor from New England, the
distinguished Presiding Officer. As
President pro tempore, I am always de-
lighted to see somebody step into that
position, but I wish to commend him
for his tireless and, at times, what
must be frustrating negotiations on a
matter that is of extreme importance
to our country.

In my prior profession, I went to
many murder scenes. It seemed always
at 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning people
died of gunshots, and I can remember
each one of them as though it was yes-
terday.

Since then, what we have seen has
been far, far worse. And I commend the
Senator and his leadership and those in
both parties who have worked with him
and have tried to at least take some
steps to curtail that in this country.

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2022

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on June
20, yesterday, we commemorated World
Refugee Day. It is an important re-
minder that we have to rededicate our-
selves to a cornerstone of our Nation’s
founding: providing refuge to the per-
secuted and oppressed.

Since the days of the earliest Euro-
pean settlers, America has provided
safe harbor to waves of refugees
throughout our history. Many Ameri-
cans today can trace their ancestry
back to refugees who fled their home-
lands seeking freedom and security.
Welcoming refugees is not just some-
thing America does; it is who we al-
ways have been.

Americans have put this long tradi-
tion of welcoming refugees on full dis-
play in recent months. After the with-
drawal from Afghanistan, Americans
across the political spectrum opened
their hearts, homes, and wallets to Af-
ghans fleeing the Taliban’s ruthless
rule. To date, American families have
helped to welcome nearly 80,000 vulner-
able Afghans into the United States,
giving them a fresh start. As a
Vermonter, I am proud that our small
State joined this cause and volunteered
to welcome and resettle 100 refugees—
100 Afghan refugees.

Now, when Russia shocked the world
and invaded Ukraine, Americans of all
walks of life yet again stepped up to as-
sist Ukrainians fleeing violence and de-
struction. Already, tens of thousands
of Americans have volunteered to serve
as private sponsors for arriving
Ukrainian refugees. In fact, a Gallup
poll from April confirmed that nearly
80 percent of Americans support reset-
tling 100,000 Ukrainian refugees in the
United States. That happens to be a
central goal of the Biden administra-
tion, the Uniting for Ukraine initia-
tive.

The deep and broad support for refu-
gees among the American people has,
for many years, been reflected in the
Halls of Congress. I strongly supported
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